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THE THUNDER STORM

lly Wlltlntn Crcltf hton ice Jr-

CjVrfiht m 6i S S XcClMiv fmlircf
It wa In the late spring In Florence when

Drown barelegged men fished In the shallows
of the Arno and birds were singing among the
unflocked mjrllos In tim Cllcnlhat I met
Clmlloner He WM a pi tAII t1I II with
a touch of gray In Ills hair cud I tiotu of reicr u-

In his volco and mnnnerthatdlsnppcared on our
becoming better acquainted Wo were eetetL
together nt tie tnblo ilhiitc and when Horime-
na at Its loveliest I mid p oplo began

to leave because of the heat Chatloner
took tlio room next In mile nnd the
floor of communication UI rrirty II-

WVI oicii after that Ho knew Florcnco
and Itt history well and w not only trod Hi
narrow streets together but went out Into tlio
country lunching nt little Inns antI rambling
long the Arun or ou thn hlll where we tuutd
watch the Lit gltiuuliig In the tun below
hey wern plea alt days nnd passed alt too
quickly and when CliMlouer Iltinlly announced
his Ietrmlnllol of leavlli Florence I was

eorry eouiiwnlonelilu I
I decided to en north nUo allllin the afternoon> of our last day In Florence as I wore wlklnlI down the orn 11uOlI to our bankers I

Why no travel together
Oh well I would be very pleased but 1

ahIm
Im

going to meet friends you know anti
1 bound dont you ece Ho wee evi-
dently

¬

embrrasscdnnd felt hn was not polite
Ob of course In thutcuso it cant Itm dune

I said
I would really prefer to to with you said

Challoner warmly but 1 cant manage I hopo
you dont think Im rude

Not at all I said Why ahoul I
I Had beside my letter of crl l I draft for

three thousand trance which haul Just been senttme In payment of a dividend and a I wan
going to travel rapidly for a white anti had n
constant fear of losing the draft I decided to
celt It though I objected to taking so much
money with me as a usual thine

How wiyou have thU the cashier asked
me iny draft hall been duly accepted-

In flank of Knglaud notes I answered
Youro wise trald Cballoncr Theyre light

and Rood all over the world Ive travelled Ibit and learned that among other things
Challoner left me at the door of the bank and

went back to pack fits things and I went up to
tan Minlato to see the view again Giottos
white tower anti the redbrown dome of the
Cathedral rose above the city roofs more effec-
tively

¬

titan usual that afternoon anti the Arno
bail turned to a deep changeful blue that
seemed to harmonize equally wel with the
yellow tone of the aunny town gray of tie

2 bridges anti the bright green of the valley
r through which It flowed Tim result was that

the eyes were feasted at the expense of the
stomach and I was very late at table dhote
But so was Challoner who had just finished
packing go we ato our dinner together and
lengthened It with conversation much to
the disgust of tho perspiring polyglot
walter Challnner Insisted on my drinking
champagne with him anti also on my
eolng with hint to the ballet at the Pollttami
to tee the newest feature It waf curious
effect In black anti wblo At first a darkened
stage In whoso ono gradually became
awaro of motion then white forus of women
were reel gliding hero all there through the
gloom and 0with weird returns front light to
darkness to a sudden blaze ot silvery light llat-reealellhe whlto arms and flowing blacK
and the flash of snowy limbs under the floating
g ti7B as the dancers whirled round In a sweep-
ing

¬

bacchanalian dance
1 remember that Challnner said he thought It

would be better If they turned some black
light on the white effect and then no left the
theatre all went to the lintel

We were In our room and I had Just thrown
ofT toy coat when I felt the package In the
pocket The door between our rooms was open

I anti I called to Challoner
Whit Is Il1 ho said coming to the door
Im forgotten to lcvn my money In the

managers safe 1 salt as I dropped tho pack-
age

¬

on my bed
HyJovc nId Clinllnner soliavel Lets

down and try Itnn nov
We pulled on our oats anti went down stairs

Tho porter nnstalkliiI to a sleepy waiter and
Challoner MIe1 him tothe manager

He lIs two hours in lieu ssit the man
Car you upon thin rafo I said
No Slgnore OnlyI the manager can Did

you want to got something out
No Mid Challuuor We want to put

omcthlni In-

II am very orry said tho porter anti he
raised his goldbanded cap anti wished us a

happy night n wo vent up stairs
I put my money under my pillow and so did

Ch loner but he put his few English notes un-
der

¬

mat ti ess casing ho felt anxious
I dont said I cud hlldnl him goodnight

I half shut the dour the rooms and was
soon asleep

Tho next thing I knew I was sitting np In bed
bout half awake listening to a most tremen-
dous

¬

thunderstorm The windows were open
and though the wooden Ihultrs were closea I
could see the quick Illhes of the lightning out
side and hear the rushing downpour of the rain
between tho deafening penis of thunder I lay
back on the pillow and tried to sleep but was
always brought back to wakcfulncss by a more
vivid flash of Ilhtolnl or rattling burst of
thunder just as was consciousness

1lnlthus In the darkness I happened to open
my eyes and saw apparently suspended In tho
alrat about the middle of ray room a whits
band It was perfectly motionless and stood
out In the Inky darkness like a hand of white
marble set against black velvet I closed my
yes wondering I I were dreaming of the white
ballet but when opened them again the hand
was still there I bad not the slightest belief In
ghosts or supernatural happenings and felt no
rear of the 11 as I looked tho
forefinger moved slowly a brkonlng mo-
tion

¬

anti then stopped Three titmice the u hlto
finger of that otherwise motionless hand re-
peated

¬

the motion as It beckoning but not tn
me and at tIme third movement 1 saw ojiuthcr
hand coldly vividly white 8oh Itself wit of
the darkness and gloat over to the first
one where It stopixil

My sensation which had at first been surprise
and wonder had gradually and Imperceptibly
Increased to a strange fascination that held me
spellbound watching those told white hands
to see what they would dlnext

I had not long to 1 remember vaguely
wondering It the arms they should belong to
would be also beckoned out of the darkneand purlups the heath anti lusty of some ghostly
visitor Incomplete the whole

Hut what happened wan qtiltn different allf more terrible
Tho white Insciutabto bunds were motonleisfor a moment unit then moved tosmurti rncn

other The InterlockedInlttpreaIIIIM-IIdalways earl motion
and the thumb ut unit totalled lightly and
thel prosed tightly together till the mum les ofhands utoixl nut like whipcord anti thespavo they encircled narrowed to n little Irregu ¬

lar spot of blackness
When tutu prttsure cincd ro great lint thnrmisiltuI almost minpped IIhu Immli relaxedlowly and gradually sepirnled and hI1motionless as herlrll Three times as

former ease time halt performed this motion
and at the vecond I rtmiiztail that It wits time
motion of strMielln During tblx lime I YUthinly umsciou that t tie Morm cnutinurd withunstated fury though all my attention V UH
fixed on those whit dIrenlll handn gainthey were mompll nnd thenthey began to moe through toward meblowly evenly IteAIIIlhe unit mind at thuspace between levelled for time
flrnt time In my life I reallnl time human horror
of the supernatural 1tried to pviik tomotibut I could do neither M tongue wits parched
anti useless my muscle1 IIIII klU turiN
and my tingling nerves time break
Ins pith I could only wntcli theghastl haudn
of marbln as they came ever nearer
nearer till they ner hanging orr me dote tomy firtlll the llngu curved anti spread apartnudy totlutih

Ihen making one list mipreuie cfTort In the
horror or the moment I threw m > self out ft time
lIIIII fell In n heap on thu flour Just then a

flash of lightning lit the room fur a
second with Its glare anti I aw thu tUck sit
Imuetto of u figure over IIho place where
1 hud DOIM-

IIn
S

the black darkneuthat followed while ttie-
v alls ret orhcrateil with the crash and ofthe thnnde I leI In the intensityblow
that demands onto d withclenched lists striking Into the dark

My blows tell harmless on the air I foundmining
Wills a cry I leaped front the bed and itum

Wtlo tLc dour opening Into Cliallouvi4 room

L lH

and tried to open It but It held fast I slid my
hands rapidly knob and keyhole anti WM
confronted with a new problem Vhen I went
to bc l I had left the door partly open Now It

mi
MIIS

ItIlot only shut maid locked butt the key wa
It was tile work of a few moments to open the

iliMir Htumt In II the slack over Challoiicrs open
inllwln1 his grab him by the boulder and
sliKicelilm

MlI I rightviolelloclock 7 ha said IelllI Imn tinier wake no I I cried
Wlmls the matter Who that he asked

flint rmniil
Its II 1or Heavens sale suet up and light a

riindle nnd in a moment the flicker of a lumlla-
nlinwrd met haler loaning sleet on his pillow
with eye < lie light

An the llniiir sprang upI nnd he KI me clearly
Ihn Jjumped Stilt of kid and MX Jove
uhnts time nutter Volt look ill end fullI

II feel so I ipplliil lJIllllostV uho l repealed shear
fellow tienlliy on ought not IJVople dont see
ghosti nonada > s llu smut on thu cilge of ills
lied ansi summit iii ideipll-

Mnj lies 1111I have IrfKik nnd I strew tmuy

bund ncr K foicliend mud shook time heads of
Siut I It

liy line exclaimed Challoner He was
fulU awnkc luouv

I IIuncl Into a i Imlr 11111011 hlllY story
I Itul when I de I cite

lt thellguieiuiiRldlI In tun by tho flush of light-
iilngtlinlliiiierJniiitKil up

Vim think jouve seen n Ihot he said ex-
citedly

¬

hut oite aeel a
No riila I a orelsou murderer
My leit lellon snld IItalloner do brenvinablu IIs ourmone ni1 right

IIJhe 1lellll artllloike an electric shock
I I hurried Into my

room followed by Challoner Trembling I IICed
I

time pillow bill tin umstc were guile I

As I tliouglitsiildlmllonirI This iIs bath
UN mute 1111 bath I snld I cant alTnrd to

lose Unit IUle AIIIloot henxens l Clmlliiner
m > watch nnt my purse Timer
Wat nearly iiU Manes In

Oil I Mty tlnil li ltd bad really said Uhal-
lorei Ctiuiu Into tho hall anti ceelfwoianI

find any trace and taking the eandle tromllIhe uteppeil to limo door leading Inlllhoas hu turned time knob stopped an exclama-
tion

¬

of surprise
Hy Hue limo doors locked anti the keys on

the iInside hn oild
Wel I linked It myself last night before I

bet I replied but the remarkable
Ihllli When I wont to bed last night that

our rooms was ajar but when I
tried tto trot Into yolir rolJuu now It was not
onh shut nod locket time key was on the
insIde

Cautioner gave a low white I must say
that URH tin Merlons In

ve said I burglar cant lock doors and
leave t be kcy on time sillier side

Icrhapi you locked it In your sleep said
Chilloner-

IneveiI nalked In my should I
now I Resides elelpwhr steal my
own money rid natch

said tlulloncr ibut when you
throw sourself out of bed you might have
dragged your watch and money out In tho bedll-
ilothcV nod ho pointed to the disordered heap-
on the floor

Hut I objected wltl we came In time pil-
low

¬

was In place IIf I dragged the louver
sheet anti time pillow out with mo when I jumped
that sututtitt tlio reasonable but them they are
undisturbed aldlI pointed to the bed

Nuerthi less 0 searched time edclothes the
be l anti utn the room but found nothing
Then as the night air was cold after the storm
1 Imllli pulrI n dressing gown and slippers
and haloler Into his room thorough-
ly

¬

I dlecournged
limit as Challoner wllkNarms this room he

struck something bare foot picked it
un and handed It to me with a cry of surprise-

It was mj Purse torn anti empty
Will said ChnlloncT In amazement how

did Ithat commit henV
And Jut then I saw another clue Look

Challonei look I whispered pointing tn the
door that opened ou tne hal That doors not
shut tight

loocl heavens youre right said Challoner
springing tl the door which vas pulled to but
not shut tight

olencd tho door but the halls were dark
smut silent

As wo shut the door I said Better look after
your on n money Challoner Time burglars been
here too

Jhnllnncr ran to his hurl and pulled off the pit
low there wis nothlngtherr lie then searched
eagerly under the mattress and found his little
pile of bank note

Wheres jroul vrnteh r I asked
Wo found the dreslng table partly hid ¬

den nndel n cravat
said I youre In luck

Pretty poor luck said Challoner Im not
rich und Ithis means economy for some time

Yes hut think of me I said Ive lost
everything-

Its drendfcl mj dear fellow replied Chal ¬

loner andI feel reponslble font I must haeforgotten ID lock my Ior
Hut 1 lou was necstsssry now so together 1softly welt down stairs over thn mosaic paved

hmmtil the porter He was alarmed
and tnnlshet and with him wt went to the
managers room anti roused him alfo He ques-
tioned

¬
I I

time porter closelr but the roan Irsisteet

that m one liedI goneuut orcome In since we did
WB made a tour of lnpcton however and

the niuunager not otily saw thatail thu doors wore
loekedI hut took the kejs away with him Then
uut m MI hick to our rooms our flickering can-
dles

¬

llgl tingl dlmlj e nf time halls
lien WH lenchod our looms we sad and

smoked uailng for morning
I dont see how he mlnIII I salt

IIdo sal cnmn into my

rol nllnok time gold horn under my pillow
I n Ihi Ilnt tl your room tucking the door
after him f I ouldnt help you If you called
Then Ito robbed you

lint I enisled bow after robbing m-
ould he have gone out through that door and

left It locked on the Inside
He didnt go out fald Challoner He

laid whore he was anti followed you Into my
room when you unlocked tho door Then he
slipped noiselessly Into the hall through mv
open door pulled It to and left torII wish 1I
knew where The titan who did It was an ex
l ert Itrust to that

Die thought of time mans having ben In the
room with me perhaps doe to m A I fum-
bled

¬

ulth time knob In time darkness sent the
cold chills running dnnn mi xplne Mill the
theor seemlhe only possible ono

HcsldeV pursunl Challoner there abso-
lute

¬

proof that he did no Ho must have robbed
mo fIrst becalnlcr hn rohL1 you he had no
Into to hI was locked
on the Inside n hen you got to It provimi hs was
Hill In the room Lastly no found your rifled
pnrso In my room where he had evidently
thrown It 00WI to get rid of any evidence of his
guilt 01 couldnt liavo lied your purse in
his 1possession till ho hal robbed you of It and
ho IU1 have corns back into my room alter

or hn ouldut hav o left It there No doubt
hu would have attacked souor Imth of us had
It been necessary but chance made escape beasy for him tbalie didnt nee<l to

Yes nl I ouro undoubtedly right
You ought to have been a

No said he smiling the clues were too
god for any one to mouse but at first we were
too excited to think

Ve our cat Into the hounds of the police
111 fut < possible tl next slay They at once

tho porter tt thus lintel anti the waiter
with ho hutbeen talking the night betnre
when he hal 01 down stairs to deposit our
aluablra In lanaerbatoh-o waiter an anti there being
not a scrap gf evidence against tho porter they
vtnredl <chaiged

Then their official sense of duty being entirely
atlstlid limo Florentine pollen relapsed Into

their normal condition of masterly inactivity I
will add that we said nothing to any one abuttime ghoul whltn hands Chullnner
altogether believe In tem and 1 was ashamed
tot admit that I did you cant arrest a
ghost especially when he Is nothing but hands

We waited two das and then t hnlloner re-
ceived

¬

a telegram front 11s lends m Lucernetelling him to hurry up He showed It to me
anti stuiti

ImI going the monejs gone and theres
no nso throning mor after ii-

II think there Is I said ansi Im going to
wait and see at all event

N> Challoner went to Lucerne offering to pay
hair the cXpoiiketlf I found the money anti I
went to time JHillce again nnd greased time wheels
of justice b ulTrlnl 1000 francs forth relovcry of the or without thin thief and
600 for the thief alone

It acted Ikl magic Next lay they arrested
three men UI UIlllcll but they wcrolrovdliniment Then t
vineilmeto Itave Horcme In order Ilull sus-
picion

¬

anti said events niiuld tie vvatched ho I
went dlbconxolntely back through tIme hot streetsI
11 loom anti packed

I left open tIme loor that led Into Chnllo
nerb deserted loom for cwlness stake mid us I
wits biinll paikliii a little duft of alrsnung
time door shut 1 tllllllo knob to null Itopxn
but this door stu gain I Jerked
IrlIItIC

1

und pulled I shook and rattled
It resisted all myfort As I

dropiiul thii Knob greatly surlrlou midde-
nthirilit Mrltk me and lowlllooledI

caret ully Into the rruck of limo
Clio door wits locked and time key on thin In

blue Iiiitliicllvc1 I turned aroundtrembling
soul looked fur those ghastly bands floating In
til nlr Nothing nm there of course but In
spite of hat unddayligbt I shivered

I

Ilnlllellhu door and in jde u careful search
of Having satisfied myself that I
wax nilrel alone I set to work ei rlmentlng
with thu tjiahuiited door llricll the result
nits this

I found that thus iloor lmt almost noiselessly
that thfiu vmin narrow strip of tell against
which the duor fell vv hen shut Iltllhat thu slot
Intu whtili Ithu luck nurkol with
thin lelt Hut furthei I found that when tIme
lock protruded about I sixteenth of an Inch
soot lime door time jar of time doors hutting

liiadi I luck itself with only the falnteet
clcl sound A little extra force would turn

locI buck level with tIme clone but after
uuan I round that I alway stopped turn
Ing lime key ut the point uf first resllanee when
tliBtongiiuof time lk prntruden slightly fruits
time minor A noliilesii turn of time key coil
presto tho em hunted lock became niirmtl-

Iruly Challoner wes right IhU was the
work of an expert Probably coma rune employ-
ed In tilt inlet Voice carry tar too In those
lofty motulrpavea halls suit corridor anti
some one 11rlll IIn the dark might liayn
heard 11 porter we wished to put
something In the wife Who know 1-

important Is Ull clue WM though It only

v f

served to putzle me ctlll more so t went on with
my packing left my bankers address with the
police and sireby time night train for Venice

When I at the Hotel the cham-
bermaid

¬

hod given mo In hopes of a larger feed
no doubt a little photograph of Challoner that
site had found In lila 1101 when cleaning It
titter bis departure I very ulad to get It
as 1 liked Challonrr anti gave Jour an extra
Irani ho itch Ito this hulrlll the 10111From Vtnlt u I lt aud Into
Bnrlterlnnd wher I met friends croet

lull I grew mine hopeleu11about time middle of August
turned

IheiH Is n dreary tune Just about dawn when
a man li pi one to wale anti meditate on his sins
1pastI presentI and ixxslhle-

U wits during authli n period nf meditation
when thought was abnormally quickened that
anew clue n lien phase of the rUbber on lined
tome Next morning drspllu my filends ex-
postulations

¬

as to Ithe usi Icssnessof mv search
I started for Klorrnir Ou arriving I sought
thou Chief of Ioiice alI lolt him m > theor

IIIIoll lie lucre are still
vt III

Wishing to relail unknown I spent a week
very iiiiletl 11 1lnl tu the bank fur
clianuu letters At time week I grew
lestless and went to see thu thief He was
hopeful Indeed much hud happened yes
terday time police of Venice had toots upon itho
lobbirs truck IIhc oust was warm html limo
bird had flown I evidently suspected noth-
ing It was further known that ho had started
for Hnltrerland so time fiuntlor police had boon
notified ansi would watt h for him

1Hu you think ho wi ito emlU gmt I said
till iciy 1 cried I chief The1 devil him-

self could not escape In Ills ixubeiance hu
shook mo by the hand nnd laughed plcasantl
Much Iis Limo hone of rmvml-

Ho walking home In nn aimless way I turned
Intt the narrow llttlw vlnTeatlim that leads to

via tit lltionl vvhero nutids time hid eric
Coriiellii In laura garden I hind often tlnkul
my thirst with beer beneath the giceii roof of
trcllliitl vims

Imagine my astonishment nhen on entering
the garden 1 stun Challuner seated at ono If time

fuither table beside a glast of foaming beer
As I walked qulckl toward him I called his

name dellglitedl At the sound ho jumped
from his chair upsetting time little table nl1beer In his Kill prise

Where did you drop from Challoner 7 I
asked as we shook hnndx

Oh Im n rover us yoti know he answered
Hut whit can have brought you to Florence ut

this I I tile Ytutl cant have business here
Yes I have I irplled Important busi-

ness
¬

too I urn money hunting
My shear reluw soul Challoner with a

deprecating you might as welt hunt for
gold under a rainbow It U useless Why rent
good money after haul I luuu given tip hope
long ago

Nonsense I replied All money Is good
and besides my hope was never stronger

I ordered beer fur both of us When tho
waiter had brought the beer and left us 1 said

Tho Chief anti I aresurevvoureon tIme track
of the tiilsf anti wilt get him soon How doel
that atrUotou ChnllonerV-

Heally said hnlloner eagerlyy eV I replied Its beond question In
fact I have In my pocket a arresta-
iim armed with a badge anti credentials und
carry a convenient revolver In my pocket So-
jou see I ADI a police detective pro tem

llutsurrlv that cant 1m legal lit dial
lontr Youre not nn Italian utlren-

II guei Its legal loUI I said Anyhow
Ill risk time legtti 111 try It on And by
love Challonei vre 11 got our money back

MyI demur fellow soul Chnllouer 1

begin to hoiKonce mme 5our enthusiasm Isso
catching Ior mIart I inn never repay you
for mill your held out lilt hand to-
me items time table smiling genially

Hut I did no take his hand Illhlnlhack my
elixir I stud Yes you tan 10 mu
trouble Challnner You can repay tim those
JOOO francs

What do you mean snld Challonor In
surprise his arm still stretched ncrosi the table

I menu all I that this warrant bears
youi Inland I unfolded ant shook It out be-
fore ore

For a moment tho outstretched hand quiv-
ered

¬

and the face across thu little table opposite-
me became strained and pelt like the fate ot
another man Then he drew himself up with all-
liisolddlgnlt

It IIs Inciedible be sold slowly Incred-
ible

¬

1 could forgive much from you hit this IIserious I cannot pass IIt over 1 will appeal at
once to tho Hritlali Consul

Yea le I he IIs anxlins to see you he
says and are the people In Acotlann Yard
lInt 01 can appeal later Just now paying Is
mottle your line

Challoner sat looking at me calm dignified
silnnt After a moment he saId I cannot re-
gret

¬

Tour actions lndnjns I thought you ncrn-
H gentleman sow you am unmasked Hut
In onn way I do regret them nut they have
spoiled for mo the little surprise I had In store
for von

What do you mean I asked sharply
J mean soul Challoner that I hnve found

the thief nnd recov ered time money In part
For a full mlnuto I sat anti stared at Chal ¬

loner Istlnddlt such marvellous effrontery
anti acting Ills manner was
unembarrassed his voice clear and steady anti
his attitude a anti natural yet 1 haul enough
Irtence to COIlt him of hnv ing been a bogus
medium and an embezzler church
funds and K remarkably clover blackmailer
Hut as I looked nt Ills composure under my
attaik I nlmost admired him

ell c saul C halloner expectantly
Pay mo my inonej I replied
On onn condition lie nald-
Whatcondition 1 asked
Ihis llt Chnlloner Itldlculons as your

charges are seems to have placed me In
jour power for the moment t Ilow do I know
but that after I jou you will have tie er
EPStfull t Will laypromise that after I pay I
shall go freer

Ye said I I promise
I thought he teemed relieved as hn aleVeiv n ell send for home Ilk I will give

a draft 011> bank rsnt once
You not I replied You will pay nmo

item and now In laMi
Hut eupuote I hav ent got It he said coolly

I am not thus Balk of Kome
Hut you got it so I wont suppose any-

thing
¬

of the kind I replied Listen You
have not spent It for 1 know how you have
lived I know jou have notdepositid It In any
balk tn Florence for I have inquired nor In

or Venice for the police have Inquired
you have been now here else since last sawant hull I call tile gendarmnvvho IIs outsider

Challoner drew a thick roll of notes mont hi-
spekelalIlroede to count them slowly

his IUcount oulke he said without stop-
ping

¬

1 resumed my seat and watched him Ii wan
a strange acetic A waiter tot Idly swinging
bis nupKln In the doorway or a Street
slngei sounded faintly timidl brokenly above the
city noises nnd tint sunbeams that strayed
tluough time rot of shifting leaves mottled1 tlio
little yellow lalntedlrol table with Un partly
emptlv Challoner eat leerone betraying by look or gesture t
thoughts were occupied by anything moro ieri
OUt titan notecnlulllWhen done he puhe the pile of
notes over to me silently cOlule thtlrapidly and found only V5UO

It Is OttO trancs short I paid
It 1Is your fair of what I re-

covered proportolreplied I am n loser In
the same proportion

I threw the notes 01 the table and looked
him squarely In the

Challoner said I this farce has got
stop Wi you pay or wi you not tI just money gut home with said
Challnner In view of that fact dooIm tnslct r

I dosaid I
Hu bowed slightly anti said sneeringly Yon

can speak plain Kngllshat least hel search-
ing

¬

In his pockets he produced notes of
loll cud one of All francs and laid theta on tim-
etable with thou others

That IIs bllll no short I saul Hesldee had
about AtU moro In my purse

For answer be took u handful of coppers
ansi email sliver from one of his pockets au-
dpulllhe others Inside out replacing theOone

I think I will go now ho said coldly rising
to bla feet

Walt I moment I salt When you left
Florence you forgot thus Perhaps you would
hike to have It again antI I withdrew from my
pocket IIhellttlu photograph found in lila roont

Yes said Challoner quickly I would
time only plelulI 1 Her liad taken Done IIfriend now death I value It highly

odo I 1 replied So hugh In fact that
I would only be wllnt to part with It In ex-
change for my

Your whatI ho said letting fall his out-
stretched

¬

hand
Ml natch I repeated Dont thInk I be

llevcd fur a moment that jou had caught the
thief 1 imtonkdcjpualu uianceH night
limit then the torm helped uu anti you were
quickwitted enough to tuk ndvautago of It No
wonder I didnt bear nu11 that uproar Well
you robbed me got 011 own rom shut
thit noUelemdoorundthu you iii cloy ¬

erly ulteied woiked fitlthfullj giving jou am
pin tlmo to hlilo jour booty anti slip Into Ud
while I wmus groping blindly for the door I sup-
posed

¬

open At first that trlcl bole me cool
plutcly hut time lock was < It
became automatic and I discovered the trick
Mill I did not suspect you till recently Then
link bj link I came ut the truth Klncuthenyou
have oellraced You barely escaped time po ¬

lice und when I stepped In here I
thought you were on your way to riwlUerlund
Chance brought us together anti I hAv recov-
ered

¬

mi money Now 1 want myh IIfinished Challimer who bad Iwen gazing
abtuntly over my head suddenly mid as though
recolluctlng-

Ah yes jourwatchl I had quito forgotten
Time bcggur bad pawned I of course but I
recovered It hare to my amazement
he produced my watch from one of the ockets I
hail jut seen turned inniie situ and laid It on
the table Apparently tills man could do every
timing but be honest

I examined It Inside and out and It was un ¬

doubtedly my watch and ticking
merrily I handed him the picture anti u lie
silently put It In his lket I audi
Challoner-

I

You neednt destroy that picture
I dont Intend to he said coldly

t Well It wouldnt be any use because Irahail It cOlefor the police
a chair on which hi head

rested and I thought ha would strike me but
after a moment he dropped It with a utIle
cud 11011111 oil II moistening bis llptlap

V

a tick man When he could trust himself to
speak he mid with little smile

> a Pity you have the outward appearance
of n gentleman I regret I cannot be always
with jou to undeceive people

1 think I would have lauuhed at him but for
time tragic touch Illnil Iihe desperate strug-
gle

¬

to play Ills Innocence to appear rspecialties i to hide his shame IIl killed him
Challonrr I said go free as I

have Ilroliswi but Floretits IIs tint 1good pluca
Leave Items tonight In half nil

hour from now potleo pursuit will stop Hut
that II tint 11 The copies of your picture ate
mine me reasonable proof of your get-
ting

I ¬

on honestly of Ir11111 really be thu gen >

tllenian jou oncii I willI suppress tthe
photograph anti dloll1 antell lo help you What
ilnyoit ray

KB turned hAl from me scraping tbn gravell
with his he fingered his wnfstcoat-
iHKlct and onro he half extendedlellluslIllsI Iminl ho turned bowed slightly and
walked away pulling on his ylove-

At time 1001 tie drllllItn stimuli luln Into Ihe-

halIIC I

10111Iltt moment
111 buttoning

who hOled 1111

thn picture easy contentmentt I walledt H-

iiilnuli after lie hail guile und then went tllucu-
to hisS police slnllon

I know thud Clmlloncr loft Violence tint
nlclil blcnuse lie wns shadowed anti the

shadow further reported that he had tem-
pslersil atlOOfrnno bank notti In payment for his
Iticket tcillcnoI i IIludersllltIO hist nervous
liii icorliug at IllsI

Twojeara later In Seville suhmoro American
dentists nnd oil stiFle neroall tberagp I passed
tint night H Homing placard nl a theatre dour
hifldid Mr I rd Hughe Marvellous
American Mnglclnul I t lionght a ticket en-
tered

¬

and turned my gale toward my com-
patriot

¬

on time stage
It WHS Challoner-
II silt this how nut anti It was very good but

at Ihe end I missed Chnllonrr Next when
1tried he bath gone no one knew whe-

rhellhtrlNow 11 storm at nlKht I tight the
lights company nnd ponder about thldreadful night and litton ghastly white
I know Challoner did them Hut how t

xItI AjrEKlCAff JlKAltT-

Dtdncltona

A VALFZTl
Drawn groin the Character of

1000 Popular HOUR

I the gentleman who wished to write the
tongs of a land were stilt alive anti wanted to
furnish this country with Its ballads words and
music In cheap popular t0Ilo would finn
that most of his time would In com-
posing

¬

sentimental duties It may therefore
bo argued conversely that If the SOl of a
land Indicate tIme prevailing characteristic of
the people this Is a distinctly sentimental na-

tion
¬

The premises for this assertion are estab-
lished

¬

from an analysts nnd classification of a
list of one thousand songs which come under
tho head of popular In this list there
are no translations no classical composi-

tions
¬

not tutor than a dozen selec-
tions

¬

front operas anti no songs thnt nre not In
English or some dialect of Kngltsli Many of
them are old songs but they are favorites ali
whllo the composers range from Dlbdln to Do-

Kovcn end from Tom Moore to Diive Ilrnhnui
these 1000 songsas much by reason of their
evergreen topics and lasting music as because of
their recent publication can safely lie called
the popular songs of the day

In order to get at tho relative popularity of
tile thousand popular songs Ithey were first

under the two main heaths of > erloustroupe
the result shollnl that so far athe lyric leanings of people go Americans-

take that form of amusement quite as serl-
oujly as tho English Ire supposed to take alt
their amusement The figures give TOO serious
popular songs against Ml1 comics In the face
of the largo circulation of comic papers the
high favor In which the American humorist
stands anti time crowds at time comic operas
this certainly Is a peculiar showing It would
seem to piovo that while Americans publicly
glue countenance to humor sleep In their heart
they prefer the serious things of life IU love
and Its babies Its memories 00115 mothers

A further analysis of the lat slowed that the
serious songs were of a sufficiently composite
character to allow of segregating therefrom
those which dwelt solelj anti clevrly on such
tender themes BS Love lotherIAlllon Home
lin by llomance Ialrlollsm may be
calls Mntlment was seen that the
songs ot two rates wero nufflclentlv numerous
tn t011 separate clauses the Irish nnd negro so

these subdlvlslona the classification
was made under time eleven following heads
Comic ventlmental Romantic Patriotic Itclig
Inus Mother Home Love Hab Irish and
Negro 1lime classification then gave the follow-
ing

¬

result with the songs arranged In the order
nf popularity
Cia nf Sonc0 No nfcoigs rrrcentngr
Sentimental MM SU 40-
CnmlC tim 18 Ot-

ti300Irish 10
Ill Info

Hmitnlte j h ll
Home as AMI

Negro U < Vl
Iairloiie iu nnu-

Vnlhr
i

18 a Bl-
ItellKlOils I I HO-

IlnTij 14 1

Totals 1000 loiToo

In order that tbereador may arrive nl a true
estimate of the American heart as reate In
the lelntlve popularity of songs nf
classification adopted should he midn clear
anti this cannot 1 better done than ahlhlnlfuss examples of each class IHv Iis
meant those that nre directly addressed or thatrerer to babies such as Baby Mini Ihe-
Ilablcsnn Our Bock Haby lalnl My
llttln Ones for Me1 aD Tie Cot In
time Corner

similar by home anti mother songs are
meant those directly treating these two sub-
jects

¬

such as Ive No Home Now tiood
News from lolt Tlio King My Mullion
Wore by My Mile Mother anti

A flower I found in Mothers lllblo
hue religious songs June such popularlredhymns a Nearer my God to 1hee In the

Sweet By anti Hy anti such others as have
been cnrrlel from the hymnal to the songster

The pitriotlc songs Include not only those of
this landsum asMarchingThroughjeorgin-

Marspangled Manner Dixies lanl sod
hue Failed COlt of Olin hit also the national

anthems In English of countries for
which there seems to be a constant dcmnml

1lime negro songs Include alike time sentimental
religious anti vomit whether Old Black Joe

Oh Dem olden bllppers or Theres a New
Coon In Town

Hv romantic songs IIs meant such stirring de-
scriptive

¬

tumid heroic ballads a The AnllorWeighed ibid Irnnal on the
Wnen the Flowlna Comes In Lan ¬

board Watch ald riioJohnstow flood
The love songs are such as relate to love

apart front time sentimental such nn Come Sit
by My Mde 1IUe Ill Itemembtr
You Love In llll Im Waiting My
Darling for1 beeand Dearest May

Of tho Irish songs It should be said that they
Include ihu patriotic thus om Ie IlullhoS of
lose fully onethli of t hem patriot
lays ns Wearing of the Green Exile of
Krln ladtlys Land and hrin Remember
thin flays nf Old The balance are about
equally divided among such love tongs a

Kathleen MaMiiirneen Sweet AileenJ
lime Prett Girl Milking lien <01 and such

whimsicalities as Flanagan the Ixidire-
rWhei Cormlck Hules time State Hldalla

Tam McCann Are Ye hcreMorlarlty unit
hw atu Castle OarUen-
Thn comic songs Include everything that IIs

calculated to raise a laugh whether because
Her lolden Hair Was Hanging Down Her

Hack or because sue was a Hedheaded Girl
mind whether tIle singer a The Man with the
bealskln Pants or IIlie t on of a damboller

The sentimental songs Include all those that
deal with the quiet anti gentle moods whether
reminiscent or pathetic and range fiom Whan
You and I Were Young Maggie to The Song
that Itearhud my Heart anti from There a
Aiwmln a eat In the Parlor for You to The
Old Hum Floor

1 he mtremcly lange percentage of these emo
tloiul songs certainly remarkable especially
when It Ili remembered that thin great emotion
of love hiss been eliminated from tills group In
time classification It Indicates In a
unmlitakahlD way that titer Is Ilteularblt
nounced strain of tenderness toward tine s tel ¬

lows of soft remembrances of old nceiies and
times and of delicate sensibility In time heart of
the AmirlcKii peoplethe bongbuj SOlInglng people 1

lucre are many other Interesting deduction
that might bo made from till clalkalol of a
thousand populur snugs slick
of a similar inmibei of patriotic cod mother
songs time large place ociupled In American
BOIIL Iliterature mid muslo by time Irish writers
anti subjects and the fact that time mother and
baby konnsni not after all nearly so numer-
ous

¬

as 011 inlglil expect but enough has lulwritten show thnt a list of a thousand
Ur songs means something mora titan trmix
ran mimic hal favorites or a teeing public fauuy

The FfiUro IU Ioit UUad Hound
Ih11 Hit lr<fauOi IrajMo

Sooner or later there wilt be scarcely any fish
In the Hound unless something Is slum to pre-
vent

¬

the destruitlonof them Agradualdluilnn
lion of salt water food fish Iis reported all along
time toast IIhls destruction Is caused Inmost
cases by violation of gime laws The stilt
Iphosphite 1m lories for Instance cause the die
appearance of Immmuo quantities of bluefish
bass cud coup limo I net at thu entrance
to bay and harbor almol exterminated
the striped bass whit li WA ery plentiful
while early every uprlng pound nets are set tar
alewlVe fUtlUu Ilelo and flounder and

are taught llo lUl and spread upon
time ground as fcrillUer must obstructive
note probably urn time pounds since they are
mail of Una meshed netting and cover mi Im
mnense chic Insonio instances thesa nets are
4000 feet In length and naturally catch Im ¬

monlc quantities of caniitr klllle butterflsb
perch tent young fry of the bUciDih aud-

ica bus which fretiucot our water

Hl Bill Ju

twit xjitr HTSKK VLKKT

Maw It Comparta with Foreign fleet cad-
tVbust It Most Requires

WAsiltxnuv Feb 31i Although both the
number and Iho types of the war vessels re
qulredb the United rUates must be flied ac-

cording to our own lanclards jett since time

need of any war vessels at iU hiss nt Us very
base protection against possible attack It Is well
to observe what bther countries are doing

SecreUry Herbert recently caused to be com-
piled

¬

soul statistics on this subject which show
thnt Kngland ha 4U battle stilus 1t coast do-

te derftumdtlM irmorcd cruiser In service and
HI battle ships building Franou Las III armored
vesselsbull and 0 authorised and building
Uuesla numbers are 10 aunt 14 respectively
OermanyX 12 suit li Italys IH anti Id hut
keysltf andl slid so on with other powers
KVCII Holland lius UA urmored coast defunclers
In actual service and Sweden nnd Norway LU-

Hucli facts sliiild tint be Ignored bcciute they
Indicate the classes of vessels vv hint time expei I

rile of uthcr naVluiis npprovcssomo of which
also our own navy might have tumiet

lImes B qrravn tire supplemented bj many un-

armurtcl vessels bus Knglnncl taking together
protetUd erulieis ordinary cruisers gunboaU
and torpedo vessels exclusive of torpedo boats
hits iIH curls war vessels In service dud 4H nil
thorlrcd mitt building The numbers for France
aro 147 and i4 for Spain whelm Is very strong
In fast unsrmored vessels DO and 28 fur Italy
73 antI IDjfor lermauy 111 und 1 fur llusfla-
C and 2I forhnrdcn and NorwaySI and soon

TIme pending bill for tim Increase of out navy
howeverdfd not piovlde any more unarmored
cruisers for several reasons Ono Is that our
proportion of aught vessels Is already sufficiently
large whllo moro battle ships are absolutely
needed nnd haiothe additional advantage of
furnishing const anti harbordofcnce Tue house
Naval Committee In Its report called attention
totbe ail that In tie aliiengagement tlie
Japanese tint was for a great part of the time
mostly otmnt still rated against time two Chinese
battle ships one of which is said tohnvo been
lilt about toil times Yet these two vesels wcia-
to slightly Injured that If the had hind moro
ammunition they might havo icnewed tIme
buttlo with almost unimpaired efllciuni It
Is H question says tIme report nhuther If they
bad been properly manned aunt hnmlled time
Jnpanesu would Immure been victorious

tire ofthe arguments against battleships In
this llouso debate was thufthe heavy armor
platen makn them top beuv In addition to tho
immense armament the iurrjund that lor
title iaso5t sneHi vessels are Out Keagolng ves-
sels

¬

Whatever may be true an to certain
tjpes or Individual specimens of foielgnbullt-
nrmorc lads out own battle ships of the Indiana
class have been specially examined by n Hoard
cm ftuiiility soul nave been found lobe abso-
lutely

¬

till that could be desired In that respect
lucre does tint appeal to be tho slightest doubt
of their stahilltj according to tile findings of
this Hcmrd and yet tin v aro cxtranrdlnnry In
their combination of heavy armor anti heavy
armament As to time ustomof keeping battle-
ships itt hiunu waters that simply Khnw that
their prlmarv purpose is to serve us a first line
of defence Huttlu sums are very expensive tn
maintain ujid thu expense can be greatly re-
clined

¬

in home ports hero tlie crews cin bo
smaller anti the Items for coal and for wear and
tear are less

Indeed It should bo kept In mind that It has
never been Ito intention to retain all our bit
tie ships m commission As far ns possible
after being well tested they will perhaps bo
laid up in ordlnnr and commissioned from
time to time fur brief periods the service on
distant stations and for pence imrposn gen-
erally

¬

can bn performed chlell by c rulsera and
small gunboats Kugland although she has
ImiKirtnnt possessions mull over the globe keeps
In commission uccoicling to the Hnusu Comnill
tees statistics only fifteen battle uhlps cruising
at any distance ten belonging to time Mediter-
ranean

¬

niuudron four Ito time lianncI qu idrou
and one on time China station while the re-
mainder

¬

are on the home station cither In re-
serve

¬

01 laid up or under repair antI so on-
Nri less strong titan the argument for battle-

ships Isthist for torpedo boats In our own navy
titer has been a peculiar delay to furnish these
craft arising from several sources In limo
first place It was thought that pneumatic guns
might liar H n great future anti that hiatus would
have tu bo built especially to carry them
Again the devejnpments of machine gun lire
or search lights anti of steel crinoline netting
lor the protection nf vcaeis all threntencd tci
restrict greatlj tins value of torpedo boats
These considerations hnd so great an effect on
our Navy Department about eight years ago
that tt slit not hesitnto Ito announce Its doubts nf
the valueof surface torpedo inmate nnd sought
to devolep submarine boats with a view to
obviating the objections already mentioned
Thus It tics happened that our navy has dragged
in the rear In this particular

Hut the brilliant achievements of automobile
torpedoes In the three last naval wars namely
thu Chilian the llrailiar and the Corean lucre
proved that In spite of all drawbacks torpedo
boats are powerful auxiliaries fur warfare cat
rltrt on In harbors Out nnv v whic las nnly
three slirh boats built the stiletto the Cuhlng
and tin Kricsson must have more and should
have tItans at olive

lo learn what foreign nations am skiing re ¬

sort may again bo had tn Secretary Hmherts
statistics whlclm show that France has JlTtor
peiln busts In service stunt 4V authorized antibuilding England Illli nnd 14 respectively
Italy 178 aol 11 Kussln 111 and 14 liarmany lit anti H Time contrast between sueh
figures one our total nf three built anti three
morn authorized Is greater titan that between
attn armon claibs anti misers until thiutse sit other
powers lveim countries that aio Inferior tons
in total naval Pourer far suriiiss us in torpedo
boats Ibus Austria his 04 masse has fil anti
Holland tins m Even Argentina Hrazll anti
Chill are credited with U each In service while
lapau which has 251l in service has UI others
ntitbnrirrd and building Ccitainly she liespaicfforthem over and over again bj what tor-
pedoes

¬
mitt for her at WeiHaiWel

Time lejidlfig appropriations asked of this Con
gress for the navy by time pending bill justify
themselves In almost every respect lasting
thecase the appropriations for reserve guns
anti ammunition time country Is now pa ing-

ubsldien tn tIme Paris and New York condi-
tioned

¬

on theIr being roatly to serve thin lov em-
inent

¬

and yet we have nn reservo guns for them
If they should ho so chartered Kngluiid used
also toiuiythcra subsidies butbbehad guns andgun mounts to put on hoard

There Is good reason to believe that when the
lull passed by the Hnusc has been voted upon
by the Senate anti time disputed politIc adjusted
In conference It will form a gout contilbutlou
to tho building up of time fleet

GOLD JV ALASKA

Dr Oar Say Tbrro Ia Plratr of Cite Matal-
on Ibn Yucca RIver and III Feeder

WxaiinOTOM Feb 20tr hay the mtnera-
loglcal export nf tIme Geological Survey may
there Iii plenty of gola In Alaska anti that a
great deal of money could be toad there If
nine company vvould undertake to furnish
transportation facilities for reaching tIme mines
The Treadweil mine which Is the only great
capitalized mineral property In Alaska is one
of the most profitable In time world but that U
due not so much to the richness of time ore as to
the practical business ability and economy
ibown In its management

There are hundreds of mines In this coun-
try

¬

Bald Dr Day with much richter deposit
titan are found on the Treadwell property that
do not pay aVail while that one yields big divi-
dends

¬

It Is simply a matter of prudent aunt
able management The same ran be said of the
llomestalre mine at Deadwood which It very
similar In time character of It ore anti In It
method of management On the Yukon Itlver
anti Its branches ansi feeders timer Is plenty of
placer gold and the f ui ther you go up the better
It gets but titer I no way to reach that
country except by crossing tile mountains on
foot from Kltka or by going up the Yukon Itiver
lit the spring when It IU clear nf lee A little
steimer commences running every jer about
April anti makes regular trips for the benefit of
touilsts anti mlucis until tho water freezes up In
the fall but owing to tIme rapids It Is able logo
but a comparatively short distance anti
them tbe miner have to get canoes dug-
outs and other boats and make the rest
of the distance the best they can The
current U swIft tIme journey la slow coil
attended with great dnngiir The miners carry
supplies for tho entire season ansi If they hall
pen to meet with an accident they are entirely
dependent upon the generosity of others hey
go up as early as thy can In the spring anti stay
s5 late a a they stun lu time fall but they scarcely
ever get boy than six months worn out of tho
year They make good wages as a rule but thvru-
u a groat dual of luck about it cud iuoit of-
lue work IB done with 110 other facllU
ties than it pick aRId a puns Occasionally
tome proud and haughty capitalist brings
In a cradle and his name Iis celebrated for en-
terprise

¬

till tbrongli time camp Flue wittIer Is
terribly told and long anti dnar anti unless
clod Iis very well housed and lias plenty of
provisions he would not do well to remain In the
camp after snow lilts Two or three years ago
a 0 Lngllbhnun wintered way up the Ynkcto but
lie did not leave hi cabin thu entire seaton
When lie canoe away ha wore that the aurora
borcall was nut visible at tha latitude nf time
Yukon Itlver but It turned out that ha hail
nevsr ben out of his cabin and tIme window alt
looked the other way If n company should or
gantta to develop those regions fur gold a the
hudson Hay Company worked British America
for fun It would nicks a great deal more money
There Is plenty of coal in Masks Dr Day
added and there are lead mints within the
arcllu circle

4

rue ARHT Axn irn AFFAIRI
The Awards oCHInrnHnfle1 tnndttlon of

the Wr lee What lanpeetlona MucReat-
WAHIIIMITON Feb BlVllli adjournment

near little more legislation Is expected for tba
army lIters li but small chance tot example
that time reorgnnUntlon bill wilt bu considered
since thin House Committee on Hules hns refused
to assign time for Us consideration Mr
Out I his utile tthe Chairman of the Militaryi I I Com
mitten who has shown great activity nnd suc-
cess In pushing through army mntli Is nlo n
member of tha lul3 ICoinmlltie so tutu If hu
could not get tIme assignment of a duy thu case
must Indeed Ludcspuriite

IOnly by unanimous tcm ent was tierI Sclin-
llclds promotion pushed tthrough IHernI It
must ito added that sit Imerut sharn IUrn IKuten-
atilUenerals

I

fin tiliuc for till stun ICiipl C 1-

1Siboficlcl Secoud Cavalry nnd CnptTi H IIIIlM-
of the Commissary Department liavi tacIt ic
appointed Ity him as ulilis with hut otilotion
while sii net ilig to tthr rankvnd paj nf ILleiltM-
lnntColouel an dii law ullovi IHuI Imsilso bis-
pcrqiilsltu us Llcutenatittlenernl of a militaryI

secretary with Ithe rank of LlciitetinntCcilonul-
nnd

I I

has nppolnted Lieut Col herrj Second
Infantry to that post With Major Strongs
appointment of I Ilen SchofU Ids ouluhiw to bo
IPolice ComiuUsloner time Miunlli hns cuitululy
been irollflo In valcntlnri In that iiuiirtcr

While Ion linger has ilnh received the nunn
Inntluii toboMnjordenerat to fill tlio vacancy
tall semi by Jen Schollcld promotion thut nouilI

nation of u Colonel to be llrlgncllcrdeneral In
Ion Ittigers place still hangs fire Ihue list nf
the innklng candidates has already been given
In these columns nnd In addition time iamo uf-
Col D iS Gordon Sixth dkvalry who Is now
stationed near by ut 1oit Mjor IIs mentioned
although one drawback would bo the very large
number of competent soul able Colonels titer
whose heads bo vvould hav e to be jumped Two
of time candidates who hnve broIl connected
very long with tho army aro Col It IIIU-
sIwuntyfourth Infnntrj nnd Col H W Clos
suit Fourth Artillery nho buIlt entered
West Point In 1H 0 It has brent suggested tImid
n delay may be made In the appointment of a
new Hrluadlerdeneral Inasmuch as under the
present arrangement nil tho departrjient com-
mands are now illicit either by MajorUcnctals
or Hrlguillvrdencral so that u nnw general
olflcer would 1bo left without such acummnnd
Hut It would sec m muro lu accorduncn with what
Is just In conferring proiiiotions that the new
p ppolntment should follow clnselj upcui leuHugers c onllt niatlnn Of nurse In September
when Grim Scholleld retires antiGen thileattukss
command of the army tlieru wilt be no gcnvrul-
oflleer without asperlficcomviaiid

While thcsn avenueK of promotion for tho lirehavcbenn opened some others have been shin
I hn nsw Army net provides ns may bo noted
for reductions In lie numbers of the lowestgrades of tIme Subsistence and lay corps 1 In vl-
eductlons uroto be effected nllnplj by making
no appointments to vacancies lint shut or noisy
hcrenttcr oilst In those grades In one of tbucorps several vacancies did exist and npnllca
lions from hue officers users ou tile fur appoint
ment As n partial consolation there are also
vacancies In tile QtiartcrinnsterR Department
which are open to appoint ments irons the line

The reduction of subsistences and Pay ofllceri
was urged by Secretary Lamont nhn showed
that It wits entirely practicable The Secretary
hiss nlmost made a specialty of reducing army
expenses iilthoiifh In this particular caso one
offset U the Increased pay ansi expenses title tomaking ion Scholleld a LleutenantUenernl
Otto of tbn next redue lions to which time Secre-
tary

¬

is expected tudevoto himself is that In tho
cost of travel for tIme Inspection of posts limo
mannrln which this is expected to be accom-
plished

¬

Is the grouping of posts for inspection
otherwise tItan bv departments so that an In
spcftordcnernl assigned to a department wIlt
Insjxct those posts which are nearest to him
whether they belong tu his depaitmcnt or notspeaking of time liiipcrtoriienernla Depart-
ment

¬
It limy bo mentioned that one of time an-

nual
¬

reports of lien Hrectlnridge which flitsat Icngthbien mncla public cumulus some In ¬

teresting Hnlctnents ns to tile condition of thearmy In general it remarks that perhaps never
were the shrill mind discipline butter time ad
ministration more efficient antI sntisfactnrv or

Iii ltmmforts chortle grcnter so that n gratify
lug tiegret of contentment prevails throughout
the servIce 1his last fact is Illustrated not only
b n uiecrttse Ilu desertions but by a notable dis-
posltliAi

i
to rcrnllst vvhlc of course Impllps that

those who do so tire satisfied with time service
One recommendation mnile for further Im-
provement

¬

nnraeh tIm abolition of retainedpay under them t of Jhllll already law That
HC t allowed this retention nf St a month from thesoldiers pay during time first year of his enlist-
ment

¬

xii that a private Instead cif receiving 13
H month nrumllv lecolved Sit This causecl dis-
satisfaction and the law has been repealed by
the recent Army Appropriation bill 1If n soldier
wishes tn cave his money during his first year
he can do so hj depositing it with the Pav-
mafter nnd will recen n Interest on time amount
den Hrec klmldgo MiKgestfi that it would bn
well to nncnmagn tills sjhtem of savings bv re ¬

ducing thin present minimum of depoilt allowed
lo ono chille-rs to time post schools len Hrecklnridgo
thinks that no c Iv ili7ed armv probabl has n
less effective school si stem for enlisted men
titan ours but hopes for improvement In it
now that It is no longer legal to enlist men for aIIIt enlistment who cannot speak rend anti
write Kncllsh With rudimentary Instruction
thiiH furnished Iwfnrihancl tim msmmt hoolsi cantrely on n greater average advancement ienHrecklnrlclgp recommends giving 11 rmt and sec-
ond

¬

cluss certificate tn those who receive a
commonschool education In post schools anti
that at n stimulus to exertion tile llrstclnss-
certlllatcF should carry wRit them a small In ¬

crease of pav
The Signal Corps anti Hospital Corps it wouldappear more cflleient but It Is suggested that tho

latter might not to bn drilled with weapons at
nil because there Is an Iniprourletv In furnish ¬

Inc them with arms Still It It evident that in-
cnnllictA with wild Indian tribes that havo very
Illttlo uspect either for thodutlcHorl Ithe Immu-
nities

¬

of tile It ed Cross time Hospital Corps menmight bo In n situation where familiarity with
trIos would he of considerable use to them
lust It lis suggested tImid any exceptions emcr-
Kcnc ICR would be provided for by always select
lug tho Hospital Corps from old soldiers

fOlt JIETTKH VltOTKCTlOy Of 81IIVS
A Shipbuilder Idea of Ntrrnctbeilae tba

HIde Iatmtnictr I rail
In the various comments on the loss of the

steamship huioo and thin lessons to bo learned
therefrom said otto of time best known of time

joungc shipbuilders on tIme Athantiu coast to a
teN reporter lust week I have failed lo thud a
suggestion nf wInd teems to roe to be of great
Importance It Is that time double bottom which
Is now built In all our firstclass vessels ahould-
be extended up this sides of time vessels to thin
llrst deck above Ito water Hue Tho sumac be-

tween
¬

the Inner and outer skins should bu filled
aslsdono with out menofwar with cellulose
or some other obturating material bu that In
case of collision thin null of the water enmulut be
kept out antI tIme chances of sinking lessened

The builders of llrstolas passenger ships
have much to learn from tim construction nf
tIme modem warships If thirty would product a
craft that U a nearer approach to the unslnk
able vessel to which all are looking forward
Tbuy must also have a diIII of their errs sev-

eral
¬

times at sea durlig a vovace wliern every-
man vv 111 know hits iuut antI be pieyiimd to do
hits clutv on tint IInstant The boats should be-

low el IN 1 and preparations inndo for abandoning
ship such as lie rews cif tha menofwar go
Ithrough consul itt It lliin In eiisn of R col ¬

lision the loss of llfu will bo educed to a
minimum

limo manofwar tbofirslc lass pasjungership both hnve Iwilt screws mum aihuty a flue
wur ship ito mYcup IIHS an iInner and sillier sit lIt
nnd thin Is not only filled with cellulose hut lisubdivided by numerous bulkheads of spry
light but strung metal IIn cnsu nf n wound in
I list hull of Urn fchlp tho waterI willI swell I tthe
cellulose and thu leak lie is lied eti han is I ly If
tInt too terlotis tlio nub of time water will bo
slopped entirely Moreover limit war shp isiiupmd nllhI leik ariesltlii mulish ioi I aunt mats
and luca muiieiuix life rails Ihu litosnvlug
equipment InfI pi tuiigtr sit I iii tinialU conslsiH-
ofu few butts untied mill neil xtODcd awuy limit
thev me rcuditd and Inuiicluel with Ii dllllcull
1lucre are nil tlllsimn mats und even ttin means

of stopping u bunt m un air port U usual j hauL
lug Tlio bulkliend tire few slid thu dour tu-
tn eon them almost Inv ariibl open

Now If iv I nmuiissl hunt tune utah should
make a craft with sill tho bulkheiuU solid us
some of them aluauy arc and IIn addition
should extttlid Itliuelouble bottom up t lie Ides
above the water line with niiiiieiotis siilnll
vicious each filled with u miter absorbent the
extra expense vvould Le u nrloils matter but I

001 sUns thotrallh attiavted thireby would IM
so large tlut U vould llie u pttimiu inveHment In
time long tun I am mImic tthitt hail I t luocu known
tthat thudaI ioinu us as ruts ilullti In this manner
there would Imvu been ten little anilely as lo
hoer stifti

The only dangers of moment In the large
pasnungerKlil of the luiseni cU are from fire
anti collision Ihe will withstand any storm
that the ocean can lick up 1here Is an enor-
mous

¬

arnuunt of lnflaniiuahU material In pa-
engur bunts Hint does not exist in worship

The lightest of metal liulLbvucU or some in-

terlal of a woodk nature that will not burn
easily when coiled with uninflammable mate
rich would seem to bo the next striP In ad vanes to
avert danKer by lire If possible however
there should be no wooden subdivisions In a
boat A craft such as 1 have Indlrcted wouldprove a gold mine In earning capacity toll
owner Very little space noed be lost to necure
thea Improvement and the noutiukable ship
would btt much tienrtr at han4
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SAILOUMEN OF THE EAST

Titn tvnnAxrtt Tinrtni rovxa-
ov bt >ti iniinsn STKAMSHIVH

They llnvo Driven AVIlt Nnllota HIT tht
Vessels TraducE Is the Ijisl Ulnnt N-

lilnim In time Hloko Hole macps Wha
Irow Itlrti liam Itpn is Hintneilo

One sees how and then along the New York
waterfront thinlegged dark hiovu ltmcfl wit
small elvelj black eyes mill sticky dauk hair
Theii nrit Iho lnmiri nnel they luvnriably hue

long to Ililtlslt ships Itrading to tthu Cfist Tht-
Lascnrls tin iallunuanof the Hrltlsh Hast In-

dies Tliii woitl nieiiisurmy sirs ant In Hindu
Ian and thn Inncats have I won sailors for man
generations Those llmt now Mil on time great
mute tIllers tradtix between Irent Hrlltiln ancF t
her IOriental possessions are drsi cndnnls nl-

thinet ttlmt nailed tho ships of Juiti Compnnr-
Ihe insCsli mine ut Illnelti orlitln lint are devotil
MolinmineeUnt Ihey arc lilted wholesale from
native shipping agents In Knst Itullkii ports and u

mushy tthousandsI of tthem urn afloat
U used IIn be that thu tmtlvo Knst lndln snllol

CaIne lit further west tlmti title where west-
bound IIrnvelleis Itook till Atltt for Alexnndtlib-
cforK the cmal WAI thing Only lirltlsh sailor
were found lu the Mediterranean Iise diane
came with it strike of Hrltlsh tsailors when n few
lascuis vveni shldiied In piacoof the strikers
and now tilts lntnrs liars sitlrenm thin whites out
nf alt time fhlpH trading to the Kist The Inscni
has t hu virtues of sobriety anti obcdlonce though
tile Hrltlsh sillors say he is a coward not to ba
trusted In shipwreck It Is only fair tn say that
thenIs a variety of opinions on tills point anti
thu evidence Is conlllctlng rime Lascar certaIn-
ly1 Is a fatalist nnd when he Is convinced that
dentil Is Inevitable hn simply walls without ef-

fort
¬

fur Its approach
The Lascar as seen aboard ship Is a thinly

clad wiry man with bare feet Ha slots won ¬

dons with lila toes When a rope Is tn be picked
up he uses lila tons for time purpose and ha-
asc ends time mast by sticking his big toes lu the
links of time great chains

Tho boatswains Is the leader of the Lascars
lie N usually nn oldish man with gray hair and
a ben id dyrd red anti brushed In the baystack-
Btruckbj lightning style He has a wonderful
Oriental whistle hung about hits neck and his
crew are absolutely obedient tn Its notes This
boatswain otters becomes much attached to a
particular ship or Captain anti In turn
has imuiy faithful Lascar followers in
that tho favorite Captain Is sure of

boatswain anti crew It IIs the
rule to ship a crow for the round voyage anti
time companies shrewdly endeavor to payoff In
the British Indian ports vvhero the rupee Is tha
unit money ansi Is arbitrarily nlucd above
worth In English money by the ships account ¬

ant However when time Lnscnr Is paid off In a
Chinese port ho Is paul In dollars and lien the
gain Is often on hits side

The Lascar on a Sunday Is an object of pictur-
esque

¬
Interest The crew aro mustered on heck

nnd every oman appears clad In n clean whitegown with a gorgeous stIlt rtimmurbund or sashut the nalst nnd n gay turban lime lnscar lanot peimltteil to gu about aboard ship In hi
natlvu skin MS he would nt home but bu usuallycomes aboard In rags anti bn posse ses little ornothing In the nay ot clothing Tho Ian re-
qulres bnwever that his employers almll sort eout to hun wiiun garments anti nccordlngljyou Mn the Lascar going nhout the Londondorks clad In a twit jac ket warm trousers endhunts those list n peculiar discomfort ton mannlth prehensile heel never clad nt an othertime He sticks to his turban however even InLondon anti jou sen him going admitt tthn-
e rowdcdandilfsreputnhln tiioi oungim fares of Ithnink region turban on head beiring nil sortsof Oriental tritlcs for sale for Ihu lasc ar Is nborn trailer

Along with tile Lascar aide seaman counts thoLascar buy nho Is time punka wallnb Hint
IIs It is his business toMiton ilctkwhiln the ship
Is passing through the tropics soul pull the rollsthat keeps Iho haltS going in hut saloon Thes-
chlldn n tine scattered nil titer tnu tast lmlls >

steamers anti they grow tin tn bo ableseamen
and lo fill the Plates of their fnthoix hlldrnaSMut pnrcints ate foul nn thn simplest fondghcc nr riincid butter unlimited rice amia little mutton curry I hero Is however In every ships conipanj Limo sea lawyerthat leads a complaining deputation to protestagainst tho fond nnd woo to tho nrv purser
that weakly exhibits Kvnipatbv uvula time com-plaint

¬
for hb life will bn rrmilled inNcrnblnthroughout the Voyage A brown nnd patientcomplainant will meet him lit every turn antIbut that tho Lnwar never mutinies troublemight follow the pursers humane impulse

It must bo understood that tho Lascar Is usu-
al

¬
an ablu beuuiin and not a stoker Nubian

naked don glint nf unlimited good natureana-marvellous endurancc fill time stoke hole Therare often omen of noble phvslque though aecus
tinned ns they are to the tropics they bavn fronttime to tiino to be lifted limp from the stoke hola
ansi cooled on deck file Nubians arc constantgamblern and when not biisv below the era
seen about thin grntlnc over the Imllels gam ¬
bling with gritnvcards lucy hate tile whitest
teeth imaginable kept so bv frequent rubhlniwith n stick lImo Nubian like the Lascai
Is a fatalist anti he suitors painfully from
homesickness Sometimes ho becomes con
vlnied that ilesth Is Inevitable anti though suf¬
fering from no phjslcal disease ho turns his fate
In thin will anti refutes to eat until death tonicsTho ships surgeon can only give the cause of
dentil the lenined name of nostalgia IhnNubians era also Mohammedans anti they and
the Lnsca pray t lie set munbcrnf times every
they It nesiiitg ott prayer rugs with their faces to-
ward

¬

Mecca
Of course the British ships are ofllcered by

whiles but tim steward Is usually a Cioauese
which means n mongrel Portuguese from butt a
devout Catholic with Inherited superstitions
from nativu am estors ion by the way Is the
most Catholic of Oriental cities antI It till has
the Passion Play at Hauler Thu ioaneen-
Bteiwnid gets rich on tips coil the like and br
0015 tIll Impoitant liernon at home A British

mcichant Captain on landing at s los recognized
n former steward In a gorgeously canarlsonecl
fellow holding an otllclal place of some Im-
portance

¬

under the Portuguese Government
All this strange company on board the Hrtlsh

East Indian ships speaks with morn or Irs
fluency some lint or dtulee of HindustaniEvery officer anxious for promotion must learn
this odd llnuva lianta or tamp language anti It
Iseonstantlj hearel aboard ship Hindustani lsreally not a language lu the true sense of time
word hunt a Hurt of mongrel tongue like the Yid ¬
dish It Is founded on Persian with admixture
of dnjirntl Malmrnttl mitt other native lan-
guages

¬

and a liberal admixture of oddly traufornud lngllsli words lime Indian senti-
nel

¬
eonUs llookiimdnh 7 which Is merely who

comes there t mind there art mnnj other recog
nlnblo Kngllsli phrases together with some
that are tnttered stlitu slUt of shap Ihe Bin ¬

dustani varies In different localities antI withmen of different nccupitlons 1lite Lascars alt
know It and man of them probably speak no
other dialect lime Nubians who dimhtlesn-
spink it cnriiipl Arable pick up Hindustani
fiom Itbn Invuiil-

loili thu IUM ivr nnd time Nubians cheer up aa
thn ship HUMS Ithu ItioplrsI hut Ilucy su tIer great ¬
ly from tho cold in mperutu rogisilis anti es
pcclttlly In Hiitlih Kirta lhcv nro neglectful
too until on Hiimntlliici sees u barefooted
Lascar walking a smmcovered deck in tha
1lhannums Tin cunsequenco Is that many of them
anti carried off by hump diseases still a special
hart of acometery In thin dreary dork end of
ciiidein is bet apart for the bin Inl of theme Ori-
entals

¬

Ml lmti rich ulitt her if otllcurs or men
are by couii nat I nnd Ilie Ii liii enta her furiilshe-
f iititi sis nf tat eri> lasses down tn the nativewble iHiif n very cheap und slmpln sort lime
lend Lnc ini fcillinn I uih low him tto iIts gnu ye-
a iiui e rfiiriii over him Mimu Stunt of mluhuutmi note
elnn eecmonj nnil I lie neH travels Ilack
tluoutihi Ithe > I eulittnraimean tool ithe IHell ties soil
ac ross time liielhtn Oiu ii to t halfnaked clu kfboiibeboil in llomlu

nia HIKOVU AK3r or TIIK rttr
It Is AppnrliildJ VhrnlfclCut the four

IntuIt Mlrfet Cable < iuk luc
The strongnrm oj thu law can Im felt promptly

nnd elftrtlvelv by ant DUO who doss not mind
hs eye In ciosiiliig liroadwty at the cable curve
on tbu south hide of 1 oiirteuutl street I ha-
Hroudivay pilot at Twcntytbfid street Fifth
avenue and Itnadwuyma persuasive and not
abrupt In holding jou back from this jams there
fur the huvo to ioniclid onlj against IlneOif
home tars tIme tugu line procrs Ions uf cvr-
rlage ruitim nts of trucks htyI mg seiuudrnnsof-
smait ebllvii y wngon tnail cum espies jug
teinitllf euiip s Ihiir oiii and maniacal

mItts That nothing iniidi Any nf-
thosu can IMI ttnpptxl lliiy inldom are hut
tliuy cult be or att Itiut cbecked so tint huepvtltnt N llce pilots ecu disentangle jou beforo-
joiivu muro than been bruised nnd frightened

Hut at th fnurteentb street c ible curve utorii-
repre snivel measures ani o puiessary to prevent the
alueculy depnpiilHtioiiI of thn Island There Is sn
much general racket nnd Imnmliig cud yellIng
and ringing hull clunking and I oaring shut howl
Iliigandnush s imui uuuti flu siteiu here that I lie tI aietpcdestrhui genuMll fall ItodhtliiunhI city In
dividual i dIsc of nlurni soul if uiilurk fate com
put him tu ross her huei breuihiiu silent prayer
anilimhri mudi > on IIf a ublu lur liappen-
In IM ruslunu nrnuid this corn r from irnlou-
kimare uiid u lu uiiKllj doei happen tlst titan
tile i dfslrliii suddenly tuiiupi up agalntt whathn lInt thinks I an Iron bir let down by Irovl
dunce for his delivery Wlien hue nuenis ills rjasto ker lie clUcover that lust liar IK this out-
stretched

¬
arm of time Kiliceman em duly ther

Other pcdentilans file up liehlncl anti crush anti
crowd and ornauul Inn tIme tuvr remains rllii-nntllthe car thunders pan ucl then u let duty
It is very cuuitontlog


